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Creating Links to Journal Articles

Why Would You Need to Create Article Links?

Sometimes you cannot link directly to an article. Additionally, providing actual copies of articles by printing
them or putting files for downloading on a Website (even Blackboard) can be a violation of copyright. Creating
links to articles is the best way to share content protected by copyright without needing to seek permission. For
more information on copyright, see http://www.mclibrary.duke.edu/pubsupport/copyright.

Creating Links

First you must find the article to which you want to link (see the handout “Finding an Article or Journal” for
instructions). Articles may be located using PubMed’s Single Citation Matcher, OvidSP’s Find Citation feature, or
by searching for a journal title via the E-journals page, the online catalog, or during a database search. In most cases
you will see a ﬂﬂt LEd button on which you may click to choose a provider. You may be taken directly to the
article or end up at the table of contents or home page of the database or journal. Use the interface to get to the
article you want and look for a PDF link if available.

Highwire, Springer, Sage, Oxford, Wiley, NOTA, Metapress, and Synergy are some of the publishers that
usually allow you to copy the address in the URL bar at the top of the browser.

Below are details on how to link to resources from PubMed, OvidSP, EBSCOhost, and Science Direct (Elsevier)
since article links (or URLS) do not always work when accessing them during later online sessions.
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3. Getlt@Duke will list the electronic access options that are available, if any. Start at the top of the list (if there is
more than one option) and click on the provider. Locate the article, look for the PDF link to test, and use the
URL.
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1. Once you locate the article you want to create a link for, click on “Ovid Full Text.” (If you don’t see this
link, we do not have the article available electronically through Ovid.)

Click on “Email Jumpstart” on the right side of the page.

3. Copy the URL that appears in the box at the top of the page.
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What are Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs)?

The easiest way to share, cite, and link to electronic documents is to use digital object identifiers (DOIs). You
may notice that DOI links are provided by many publishers, even if the URL at the top of the article or the PDF
works. Most DOIs provided by electronic journals can be used to make permanent links to articles by simply
copying the DOI (the numbers and letters following the letters doi:) and adding http://dx.doi.org/ to the
beginning. A digital object identifier should never change, so you can use it to link permanently to electronic
documents.

Test your links!

After creating a link, it’s always best to use a different browser (IE or Firefox) or another computer to see if you
can access the article using your URL. Note: If you try another computer from off campus, make sure you log
into the VPN client first.

NOTE: Off-campus access to resources licensed by the Library is restricted to current students, employees, and
faculty of Duke University with NetIDs. Use the Duke VPN client to authenticate and access materials. Connect
to http://www.mclibrary.duke.edu/services/remoteaccess.html on our Website or call (919) 660-1100 for
more information about remote access.
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